




 
 
Date: Wednesday, February 5, 2020  
 
Time & Location: 2:05pm in House Conference Room 325 
  
To:  
Chair Chris Lee 
Vice Chair Joy A. San Buenaventura 
Members of the House Judiciary Committee 
  
Submitted by:  
Julie Ann Massa 
Wild Animal Project Manager 
In Defense of Animals 
(415) 448-0048 x232 
 
RE: Testimony in strong SUPPORT for HB 1689  
  
Dear Chair Lee, Vice Chair Buenaventura, and Members of the Committee, 

We are writing to respectfully urge support for HB 1689 to make it unlawful to sell, 
give, or manufacture a new fur product in the state. If passed, HB 1689 would 
make Hawaii the second state in the nation to ban the cruel and unnecessary fur 
trade within its borders.   

Simply put, the sale of fur products in Hawaii is inconsistent with its position as a 
world leader on animal welfare and environmental issues. 

Regarding animal welfare, it is well-accepted that animal cruelty is inherent in the 
fur industry. Each year, more than 100 million animals are killed for their fur. Most 
are raised on fur factory farms where wild animals spend their entire lives in 
cramped cages, deprived of the ability to engage in natural behaviors, only to be 
killed in horrific ways at the end. In the wild, animals are often caught in crippling 
leg-hold traps for days without food or water. These archaic traps are 
indiscriminate, often maiming and killing non-target animals, like threatened 
species and even pets.  

The fur industry also poses serious environmental threats. On fur factory farms, waste 
runoff from animals pollutes the soil and waterways, and the tanning and dying 
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process uses toxic and carcinogenic chemicals, like chromium and formaldehyde, to 
prevent the skin from decaying.  Fortunately, innovative technology has produced an 
array of alternatives with the same warmth, look, and feel as fur but without the cruelty 
or environmental concerns. 
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degradation caused by the fur industry is leading fashion brands, cities, and countries 
to move away from animal fur once and for all. In 2018, Chanel, Coach, Burberry, 
Versace, Donna Karan, Diane Von Furstenberg, and InStyle magazine joined Gucci, 
Michael Kors, and Armani by announcing fur-free policies. Internationally, Norway and 
Belgium joined the Netherlands, United Kingdom, and Austria in banning fur 
production. Also, India banned fur imports in 2017. 

By passing HB 1689 and eliminating the sale of new fur products in Hawaii, we 
have the opportunity to increase community awareness of animal welfare, 
mitigate the environmental harm caused by the fur industry, bolster the demand 
for sustainable and innovative alternatives, and, in turn, foster a more humane 
environment in Hawaii. 

For the foregoing reasons, we kindly request the members of House Judiciary 
Committee to support the passage of HB 1689. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Julie Ann Massa 
 
 
 
 
!
!
!
!
!

�†�³�Z�³�#���������B�P�D�����³���
�Q�?�²





Félix Poza 

Inditex  

Community Investment 

 







225 Liberty Street, 33rd Floor
New York, NY 10281
Tel Z12 354 6540
3'|phi||iplim.com

February 4, 2020

The Honorable Chris Lee
Chair, House Committee on Judiciary
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 433
Honolulu, HI 96813

Cc: Members of the House Committee on Judiciary

Statement of Support of HB 1689

Dear Chair Lee:

As a fur-free brand, we're writing to show our support for HB 1689, which prohibits the
manufacture and sale of animal fur products. Hawaiians care about animals and the
environment, and banning fur sales would make the state a leader on both fronts.

We support the passage of HB 1689. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Wen Zhou
CEO / Co-Founder
3.1 Phillip Lim
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The Honorable Chris Lee 
 
Chair, House Committee on Judiciary 
 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 433 
 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
 
Cc: Members of the House Committee on Judiciary 

  

Statement of Support of HB 1689 

  

Dear Chair Lee:  
  

As a fur-free company, weÕre writing to show our support for HB 1689, which prohibits 
the manufacture and sale of animal fur products. If passed, Hawaii will be the second 
state in the country to take a strong stance against the cruelty of fur. 

  
We proudly support the passage of HB 1689. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

  
 
 
 

 Laura Brown 
!"#$%&' () ' *+#,-.
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/01&023&%4)5#)6$7/,28%9.
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Comments:  
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Thank you for your time and consideration. Mahalo nui. 

Sincerely, 

Stephanie Harris 
-- 
Stephanie J. Harris | Senior Legislative Affairs Manager 
Animal Legal Defense Fund | aldf.org 
sharris@aldf.org | 617-955-7500 
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Date: Wednesday, February 5, 2020 
  
Time & Location: 2:05pm in House Conference Room 325 
  
To:       Chair Chris Lee 

Vice Chair Joy A. San Buenaventura 
Members of the House Judiciary Committee 

  
Submitted by:              

Marc Ching 
Founder  
Animal Hope in Legislation 
747-998-5568 

  
RE: Testimony in strong SUPPORT for HB 1689 
  
Chair Lee, Vice Chair Buenaventura, and Members of the Committee: 
  
My name is Marc Ching, I am the founder of Animal Hope in Legislation and Animal 
Hope and Wellness.  Part of our history and what are known for is our undercover 
investigations into slaughterhouses and fur farms - in an attempt to document what 
really happens, and the abuse these animals suffer through.   
  
Personally I have gone undercover into fur farms across the world. Documenting in 
Canada, the United States, Finland, and China. One of the largest fur farms I have been 
to was in Heibai China, where 100,000 foxes are raised and killed solely for their skin. I 
have been to Finland, a country that claims to have welfare standards in place, but 
where animals were subject to the same killing methods and inhumane living conditions. 
  
I have seen foxes screaming as they are electrically stunned. Oftentimes the stunning 
does not kill them, but only leaves them temporarily immobile. I have seen these foxes 
strung up and skinned alive, heard their screams as their pelts are ripped from their 
bodies. The opposition will tell you this is old or staged footage. I can attest that it is 
reality.  
  
Even at its best, there is no humane way for the fur industry to operate. These 
are wild animals confined to small cages for their entire lives, only to be killed for an 
unnecessary industry. This is why so many European countries are beginning to ban fur 
farming, why California has banned fur sales. It is why countless brands have gone fur- 
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free. No level of regulation or standardization will resolve the cruelty inherent in this 
industry.   
  
By passing HB 1689 and eliminating the sale of new fur products throughout Hawaii, we 
have the opportunity to increase community awareness of animal welfare, bolster the 
demand for sustainable and innovative alternatives, and foster a more humane 
environment in Hawaii.  
 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Marc Ching 
Founder 
Animal Hope in Legislation 
747-998-5568 
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HB-1689 
Submitted on: 2/5/2020 9:57:11 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/5/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Inga Gibson Animal Welfare Institute Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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HB-1689 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 1:11:41 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/5/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jane Hylton Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-1689 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 3:07:29 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/5/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Shyla Moon Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-1689 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 8:54:41 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/5/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Danielle Spitz Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Every year, more than 100 million animals are raised and killed for their fur. On fur 
factory farms, animals spend their entire lives in cramped cages only to be crudely 
gassed or electrocuted at the end. Please pass this bill and help us move Hawaii to a 
more humane future that aligns with our local values. Mahalo! 

 



HB-1689 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 9:39:16 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/5/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Janet Barnes Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

PLEASE PLEASE--THERE IS NO CLOTHING OR ACCESSORIES THAT WARRANT 
THE BRUTALSLAUGHTER OF INNOCENT DEFENSELESS ANIMALS!   

NOBODY CAN TELL THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN REAL AND FAUX FUR! 

IN THE WORDS OF THE GREAT GANDHI, "A NATION IS JUDGED BY THE WAY IT 
TREATS ITS ANIMALS"! 

 



HB-1689 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 9:58:19 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/5/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Victoria Anderson Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please pass this important bill! 

  

 



HB-1689 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 9:58:48 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/5/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ramiro Noguerol Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Support. 

I can't believe that now days one should need any fur clothing other than for cruel 
selfish fashion. 

 



HB-1689 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 10:06:27 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/5/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Judith A Mick Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please pass this bill and stop the cruel use of animal fur in our society. We must be 
humane in our dealings with other living things.  Thank you.   Judy Mick, Kailua 

 





HB-1689 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 11:29:51 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/5/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Selene Mersereau Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

We need to do all we can to promote kindness and compassion, to include animals as 
important beings  

 



HB-1689 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 11:34:22 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/5/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mike Moran Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

We need no fur products in HI. We need to protect the natural environmetat world wiide. 
Please pass this bill, Mahalo 

 



HB-1689 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 5:51:55 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/5/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Eric Jayne HSVMA Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am a Hawaii licensed veterinarian and I strongly support this bill. Banning fur products 
sets a moral standard for the issue of the humane treatment of animals. Trapping fur 
animals is not a humane activity. It is a brutal activity of which I have first hand 
knowledge. I lived in Alaska from 1998 until 2015. I know many fur trappers and myself 
have run a trap line. I know for a fact that the majority of the people who have trapped 
fur animals do not feel good about it and are even emotionally traumatised. As I stated, 
it is brutal. Animals hang from leg hold traps for hours and even days until they slowly 
freeze or starve to death. It has no purpose in the modern world. By passing this bill 
Hawaii can raise it's moral voice and say "let's end this". 

 



HB-1689 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 12:19:05 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/5/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Rosemary Karlsson Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

No one needs fur products.  It is cruel & disgusting to kill animals so humans can adorn 
themselves. 

 



HB-1689 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 12:22:55 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/5/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mary Menacho Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I urge our legislators to support HB 1689 because the fur industry is cruel to animals 
and not good for the environment.  Animal cruelty is normal in the fur industry and 
poses serious environmental threats such as the processing and preserving of the pelts, 
as one example.  This bill would eliminate Hawaii's contribution to  these issues by 
making it illegal to sell or manufacture a new fur product in our state. 

Mahalo for your time. 

 



HB-1689 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 12:37:59 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/5/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Rene Umberger Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-1689 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 12:48:34 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/5/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Stephanie McLaughlin Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Animal fur should not be made nor sold in the state of Hawaii. It is a cruel business and 
the animals suffer. 

 





HB-1689 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 1:29:25 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/5/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Alice Saul Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am asking you to please vote for this bill to end the cruel and inhumane practices that 
bring harm to all living beings, from the animals raised and killed for their fur to the 
environmental impact from waste runoff and carcinogens generated by the industrial 
processes after their death. 

 Aloha, 

Alice Saul 
Honolulu 

  

 



HB-1689 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 1:32:15 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/5/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joseph Daoang Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Animal fur is old and there are more friendlier and fashionable alternatives. Animal furs 
belongs to animal and humas should be ashamed to be killing and torturing animal just 
so they can wear their fur.!it is a responsibility of law makers to make sure to protect 
and preserve nature. I highly support banning the sale of fur in Hawaii. 

 





HB-1689 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
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Present at 
Hearing 

Judith Aikawa Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

We urge Hawaii legislators to support HB1689 banning the sale of cruel and 
unnecessary fur products. The fur industry is cruel to animals, killing animals for their 
fur. Archaic and indiscriminate traps are often used which also maim or kill non-target 
animals.. The fur industry also poses a serious threat to the environment beause of 
inappropriate disposal of waste products and use of toxic chemicals in the process of 
pelts.  

Please ban the use of unnecessary fur products! 

Judith Aikawa, MD 
Ronald Aikawa MD 

 

sanbuenaventura2
Late



HB-1689 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 4:11:16 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/5/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
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Andrea Quinn Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Dear Honorable Committee Members: 

Please support HB1689. The fur industry is one of the most inhumane on the planet. 

Thank you for the opportunity to present my testimony. 

Andrea Quinn 

Kihei 
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